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Basic Skills and Homework 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Two weeks in and classrooms are alive with new learning.  
 
As always, improving basic skills is high on the agenda at Euler with us striving to ensure all pupils 
make progress. This includes the important skills of: 
 

reading spelling handwriting 
number, 

counting and 
calculating 

times tables 

 
How do we teach basic skills at Euler? 
Basic skills are taught daily in various ways.  
 
All pupils begin the day with ‘Personalised Learning’. This work includes reading to an adult, spelling, 
times tables and maths activities. The pupils have a check list to ‘tick off’ the tasks they have 
completed. It also includes using computer programmes to rehearse basic skills and promote 
independence. Work is matched to pupil targets and planned to improve confidence. 
 
Literacy and Maths lessons are taught daily. Sequences of learning are carefully planned by the 
teachers to allow the children to learn, rehearse and apply new reading, writing and maths skills. 
Work is clearly differentiated and supported to meet the needs of all pupils.  
 
Teachers carefully plan in regular opportunities for the pupils to rehearse and apply reading and 
writing skills across the curriculum. For example, reading an article on a historical figure or writing a 
prediction in science. 
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Supporting learning at home 
There are many ways you can support the learning of basic skills at home. During the past 18 
months lots of our families have already been doing a great job with this by supporting remote 
learning during the pandemic.  
 
We understand that for some of our families homework can be a bit of a battle. Therefore, we try to 
provide a range of learning activities with the hope that all pupils will engage in some form of home 
learning.  
 

Reading at home 
We want our pupils to develop a positive attitude towards reading and to encourage 
reading for pleasure. It is important they see adults being good reading role models. 
Try and make tine to read with and to your child at least once per week.  
 
It doesn’t always have to be a book you read. How about reading… 

• the cereal box 

• an instruction sheet for a game  

• a comic or newspaper article 

• the shopping list 

• a letter or email  

• leaflet for an visitor attraction 
 
School reading books – Your child will be sent home with a book every Tuesday and Friday. 
Please use the home-school reading record book to record what your child has read, or books you 
have shared together. Books should be returned Monday and Thursday. 
 

Times table 
All pupils have a login in for TT Rockstars. If you need the login details for 
your child please contact the class teacher. TT Rockstars can be access on 
a mobile phone, laptop, tablet or computer.  
 
The class teacher will send home details of which times table facts your child 
needs to be learning. Each Friday all pupils have a times table test to check 
the progress they are making.  
 

Spellings  
All pupils are set a short spelling list each Monday and a copy of 
the list will be sent home the same day. Please try and practise 
for a few minutes two or three times in the week. The pupils are 
given a quick spelling test on the Friday to see how they are doing 
with the spellings.  
 

 

Number, counting and calculating 
All pupils will be sent home a short maths activity each Friday. The 
activities will be based on the learning in the classroom and the pupils’ 
targets. Please return the work when completed so we can see how 
they got on with it. 
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Get in touch, we are here to help 
Please get in touch if you have any questions about homework or how to use the online learning 
programmes.  
 

 

Miss Laura Harkin     Mrs Nicola Witham 

Principal       Executive Headteacher  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Top tips for completing homework with your child 
 

 Little and often – It’s better to read for 5 minutes a day than battle for 30 minutes 
once a week. Similarly it’s better to practise spellings for 10 minutes, 3 times a week 
than battle for 30 minutes once a week. Your child might find a timer helpful. 

 
 Have a routine – We know our pupils like structure and routine. Find your own routine 

for when you complete homework and listen to your child read. Perhaps make a sticker 
chart to go on the fridge.   

 
 Remove the distractions – It’s always easier to focus when the TV or Xbox is 

switched off. Put the mobile phones away in another room. 
 

 Be a motivator, praise their work and efforts – Praise the effort they make and 
positive attitudes they display. Share achievements with a relative or friend, talk about 
the progress you can see them making. Don’t get hung up on mistakes or errors they 
may make. Praise them for trying and having a go.   
 

 Set a good example – your child is more likely to read if they see you doing it too. 
Similarly, they are more likely to put their phone away or turn the TV off if you do too 
for a few minutes. 

 


